
First of all, let me say how honored I am to have five of my works selected for the 
collection and exhibited here. Many thanks to Janice Katz, Mack Trapp and 
everyone else here at the Art Institute of Chicago. 
 
These works are from my "Water Surface" series I did in the 1990s. They are 
woodblock prints made with the same techniques and tools and printed with 
water-base inks like traditional ukiyo-e. I abstracted images from photos I took of 
the Kanda River, which starts from a source near where I live in the suburbs of 
Tokyo, merges with the Sumida River, then flows out through the Bay to the sea. 
I spent about a month walking along the river taking pictures. I was simply 
fascinated by how the surface of the water reflects all kinds of scenery, which 
make for a truly endless variety of colors and patterns. I must have taken 2000 
photos. Upstream the reflections were mostly of nature — trees, leaves and sky 
— midway along the reflections start to take in urban life — laundry and 
construction sites. Way downstream Kanda River passes through Akihabara, a 
famous area for electronics and anime, so there are reflections of billboards and 
signs. At each place I sense a certain "fleeting beauty" one could only encounter 
then and there as the hour and light and wind kept changing 
moment-by-moment. 
 
In Japan, we have long felt drawn to the aesthetics and poetry of ephemeral 
things. The appreciation of cherry blossoms as a symbol of "fleeting life" is a 
important to us as it is universal.  
 
I am presently working on an installation based on the concept of "ephemerality." 
It expresses both "the beauty of what exists ever-so briefly" and the notion that 
the installation can only be seen for the short time it is displayed. I hope I will be 
able to present the installation here at the Art Institute of Chicago in the very 
near future. 
 
Ayomi Yoshida  May 9, 2012 


